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Inside
this 

month’s 
Beacon

Snow Bash
Snow is in the forecast 
for Brooksville as 
annual event fi nds 
home at Sand Hill 
Scout Reservation. 
10

Outdoors
We’ve received 
our fi rst reports of 
kingfi sh, so it 
appears like the 
fall run is about to 
get started. 12

Entertainment
‘His House,’ which was 

recently released on 
Netfl ix, is fi lled with 
plenty of scares, but it 
offers more than that, 

our fi lm critic writes. 19

Troupe goes 
down the 
rabbit hole
Live Oak Theatre adapting to tough 
times with new performances of 
“Adventures in Wonderland” and 
“The Bard Unleashed.” 4

Brooksville nonprofi t that partners veterans with service dogs 
doesn’t let pandemic stop it from continuing its mission 

of helping local patriots and canines. 6

Fighting for VetsFighting for Vets
A Tampa Bay Newspapers publicationVolume 2, No. 10 November 2020 www.suncoastnews.com

Election
Check out election 
results from races 

around Hernando County.  
Suncoastnews.com 

Volume 31, No. 35 March 20, 2020www.TBNweekly.com

‘Stargirl’ sends important 
message to its viewers

The fi lm gently tackles everything from bullying and 
rivalry to ostracism and nonconformity   … Page 1B.

Schools to serve students meals  Prepackaged lunch, breakfast available ... Page 7A.

VIEWPOINTS

Suzette Porter
From a cruise ship 

to the ER.
… Page 6A.

* Number of cases in Pinellas 
County on the rise. 3A

* Schools closed until April 12. 5A
* Largo couple faces the unknown 

while on cruise ship. 2A
* Community events cancellations. 4A

* CDC tips for dealing with coronavirus. 8A
* For the latest updates, visit TBNweekly.com/coronavirus

MARCH 
MADNESS

Clearwater
to close 
beaches

More coverage

One by one last week, the dominoes 
came crashing down as cities, towns 
and groups across Pinellas nixed 
events in an effort to halt the 
spread of coronavirus.

City Council votes to close 
them starting 6 a.m. Monday

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC ROCKS PINELLAS

Community events * 4A 
Entertainment events * 2B

By JOHN GUERRA
Tampa Bay Newspapers

CLEARWATER — The Clearwater 
City Council approved a 30-day state 
of emergency that listed mandatory 
cancellations of city programs as well 
as limitations on bars and restaurants 
in the city.

The emergency declaration also 
closed Clearwater Beach and other 
public beaches within city limits start-
ing at 6 a.m. Monday, March 23.

The resolution at fi rst did not in-
clude the closing of Clearwater beach-
es, but Mayor George N. Cretekos 
talked council members into amend-

ing the emergency order and closing 
the beaches for two weeks.

The emergency measure “does not 
include provision to beach closure,” 
Jevon Graham, the city’s emergen-
cy management chief, told the coun-
cil at the start of Wednesday’s emer-
gency council meeting. Graham said 
that that there “was no support to 
close beaches” during a Wednesday 
afternoon conference call with Pinel-
las County Emergency Management 
offi cials and offi cials from other beach 
towns.

Clearwater Police Chief Dan 
Slaughter told the council that beach 
density — the number of people on 

the beach — was not enough to worry 
about right now. “It was very easy to 
patrol the beach and (for offi cers to) 
interact with the groups of people they 
interacted with” to maintain safe dis-
tances between beachgoers, Slaughter 
said.

Emergency measures also include:
• Restaurants may not serve al-

cohol after 10 p.m. weeknights and 
weekends. Other stores are not af-
fected by the order, Graham said, 
exempting banks, hotels, hospitals, 
pharmacies, hardware stores, gas sta-
tions, and other stores.

By JOHN GUERRA
Tampa Bay Newspapers

CLEARWATER — Former mayor Frank 
Hibbard is now the next mayor of Clear-
water after beating his closest rival, Eliza-
beth Drayer, 13,184 to 5,720 in the unof-
fi cial tally. 

Kathleen Beckman and Mark Bunker 
also scored victories in contests that in-

cluded 13 candi-
dates. 

Hibbard,  who 
served as mayor 
from 2005 until 
2012, raised more 
campaign money — 
more than $110,000 
— than any other 
city candidates in 
recent history, according to Pinellas Su-
pervisor of Elections documents.

Hibbard, senior vice president at Stew-
ard Partners Global Advisory at 600 Cleve-
land St., used his campaign war chest to 
run TV and radio ads in the last weeks of 
the campaign.

“I think the kind of pivot point for voters 
was that Clearwater needed somebody 
with experience, someone who had a rea-
sonable track record,” he told the Beacon. 
“I talked about needing a rainy-day fund 
and it’s raining,” he said, referring to the 
coronavirus developments.

Drayer, a lawyer and environmentalist, 
opposed Imagine Clearwater/Coachman 
Park’s 4,000-seat entertainment arena, 
and a smaller, more resident-friendly park. 
She also presented a platform of greener 
architecture, sustainable energy, fewer 
pesticides on city property and defending 
against sea-level rise. 

Former City Council member Bill Jon-
son, who served as city council member 

for 14 years, tallied 3,856 votes. Jonson 
was involved in the Clearwater Neighbor-
hoods Coalition and other local groups in 
their efforts to control development and 
other issues. He spoke on issues during 
public comment at City Council meetings 
as a citizen and yearned to be the city’s 
mayor.

“When I embarked on this journey back 
in October, it was because I felt residents 
were not being properly represented, or 
heard at City Hall,” Jonson said. “Over the 
past several months, I have been fortunate 
enough to hear from residents across the 
city about the biggest, and most important 

Clearwater voters choose Hibbard as mayor
Bunker holds narrow lead 
for Seat 2, while Beckman 
defeats incumbent for Seat 3
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Features

OUTDOORS

Time to cash in 
on a spring bite

Postcard-perfect days are seemingly 
common place for us recently.

… Page 8A.

ELECTIONS

See BEACHES, page 4A

See ELECTION, page 4A

Hibbard

Pinellas turnout 
 36.75% (200,068) of 

registered voters cast a ballot

Presidential 
Primary

Republican
✔ Donald J. Trump - 71,895
Bill Weld - 3,663
Joe Walsh - 2,543
Roque “Rocky” De La Fuente - 995

Democratic
✔ Joe Biden - 60,259
Bernie Sanders - 27,386

Municipal races
Clearwater

Mayor’s race
✔ Frank Hibbard - 13,184
Elizabeth “Sea Turtle” Drayer - 5,607
Bill Jonson - 3,856
Morton Myers - 1,133

Seat 2
✔ Mark Bunker - 6,163
Michael “Mike” Mannino - 5,903
Lina Teixeira - 4,519
Eliseo Santana Jr. - 3,366
Bruce Rector - 2,794

Seat 3
✔ Kathleen Beckman - 11,212
Bud Elias - 4,969
Robert Cundiff - 3,927
Scott R. Thomas - 2,834

Gulfport
Ward 1

✔ April Thanos - 2,241
Dan Liedtke - 1,497

Madeira Beach
Mayor's race

✔ John B. Hendricks - 816 
Gary L. Hughes - 570

District 1
✔ Helen “Happy” Price - 817
Deby Weinstein - 579

Redington Shores
District 1

✔ Jennie Blackburn - 100
Thomas W. Kapper - 95

St. Pete Beach
District 1

✔ Christopher Graus - 413
Terri Finnerty - 332

Treasure Island
District 4

✔ Maribeth L. Wetzel - 291
Richard D. Harris - 184

ELECTION
2020

For more, see Page 4A 
or visit TBNweekly.com
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Kickoff is 
coming 
your way
The fi rst Pasco County high 
school football game of the 
season will take place Sept. 4. 
11

A Tampa Bay Newspapers publicationVolume 64, No. 34 September 2, 2020 www.suncoastnews.com

Entertainment
Superheroes in the 
new Netfl ix fi lm 
“Project Power” 
don’t don 
capes, but 
that’s why it 
works, our 
critic writes. 
17

ALSO INSIDE

Arts
New Port Richey 
independent fi lmmaker 
has COVID-19 to thank 
for his new appreciation 
for radio dramas. 4

Going solar
New Port Richey leaders 
are hoping for a win-win 
outcome after entering 
into a potentially long-term 
solar power agreement 
with Duke Energy. 2

Pasco schools get high marks after fi rst week; teachers ‘cautiously optimistic.’ 8

A Learning ExperienceA Learning Experience

Volume 42, No. 35

COVID-19 case count Get the latest on testing, new cases, and number of deaths in Pinellas County. 4A

November 19, 2020www.TBNweekly.com

TRACKING THE CORONAVIRUS CRISIS * Visit TBNweekly.com/coronavirus for more

A big problem for the beaches
PINELLAS COUNTY

ST. PETE BEACH

By MARK SCHANTZ 
TBN Correspondent

ST. PETE BEACH — Earlier this year, Trip 
Advisor’s Travelers Choice Awards named St. 
Pete Beach second-best beach destination in 
the U.S., and ranked it 16th greatest in the 
world, but at least one commissioner is not 
happy with Instagram acclaim that dubbed 
Pass-A-Grille as having one of Pinellas 
County’s best dog beaches.

On Nov. 10, commissioners heard about 
all the improvements being made at Hurley 
Park in Pass-A-Grille, on Gulf Way between 
15th and 16th avenues, which included 
opening of a dog park at the north end of 
the facility.

Commissioner Melinda Pletcher, 
who represents the district, told fellow 
commissioners local residents of the area 
don’t want outsiders coming into Pass-A-
Grille to use the Hurley dog park while they 
relax on beach.

“We are going to have to watch that 
pretty hard, because we obviously don’t 
want another attraction in Pass-A-Grille. I 
mean, we’ve got enough,” Pletcher said. 

However, Hurley Park is touted to 
tourists as a great family attraction by 
county and local groups, as well as travel 
websites designed to attract visitors.

For example, the Visit St. Pete-
Clearwater website touts Hurley Park, 
stating, “This historic 3.5-acre park 
located in Pass-a-Grille has something for 
everyone. Playground for the kids, a ball 
fi eld, lighted basketball and tennis courts 
for sports enthusiasts and a picnic pavilion 
for those enjoying a little down time.”

Pletcher told commissioners the dog 

Dog park’s 
popularity 
a problem 
for offi cial
Commissioner says area has 
enough attractions, doesn’t 
want outsiders using park

See PARK, page 4A

Last chance to vote
Nov. 19 is the fi nal day to cast your 
vote in the annual Best of Largo 
contest that honors businesses owned 
and operated by local entrepreneurs.

E-edition
Want to share the paper with family or 
friends? Visit TBNweekly.com to check 
out an electronic version of this week’s 
paper that you 
can download 
or share. You can 
also fi nd special 
sections you may 
have missed, 
such as our 
Welcome Back.

Also Inside

Sports
In a normal year, this week’s inaugural 
LPGA Pelican Women’s Championship 
would’ve drawn thousands of visitors 
to Pinellas County, as a top-notch 
fi eld featuring local favorites and 
international stars play the newly 
remodeled Pelican Golf Club in 
Belleair on Nov. 19-22. But this is not a 
normal year. 6A

Tropical weather
Tropical Storm Eta brought fl ooding, 
storm surge and high winds to Pinellas 
County as it moved through the area 
Nov. 11-12. 2A

Schools
The Pinellas School Board adopted 
a mandate Nov. 10 that requires the 
continued use of face masks on all 
district campuses. It came following 
a contentious public comment period 
where some parents labeled members 
and district offi cials as child abusers. 
3A

Also Online
Visit TBNweekly.com for plenty more 
from around Pinellas, including:

BEST OF LARGO

By CHRIS GEORGE
Tampa Bay Newspapers

She was wearing a mask, but there 
was no hiding the disappointment in Kelli 
Levy’s voice when she told county com-
missioners Nov. 13 that some of Pinellas 
County’s beaches were in serious trouble.

The county’s Department of Public 
Works director was delivering the news 
that the entire $40 million-plus Sand Key 
beach nourishment project was in doubt 
after the county failed to secure the need-
ed easements from property owners in 
three of the seven municipalities seeking 
sand.

Officials thought they had until the 

spring of 2021 to acquire the 461 ease-
ments, Levy said, but the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers notified the county Nov. 6 

that it moved up the deadline and re-
quired an update in order to prepare for 
its fi scal year 2022 budgeting, which will 

include the design and permitting for the 
2024 nourishment of Sand Key.

The project area consists of nine miles 
of the beach in Clearwater, Belleair Beach, 
Indian Rocks Beach, Indian Shores, Red-
ington Shores, North Redington Beach 
and Redington Beach.

However, more than 200 property own-
ers in Indian Rocks Beach, Indian Shores 
and Redington Shores have resisted pro-
viding the permanent easements that 
would allow public use of the area being 
replenished.

Levy said the county would ask the Corps 
to proceed in the area where easements 
were secured, which constitutes 55% of the 
project. She added that staff at the Corps 
were supportive, but they said it’s unlikely 
those who make the fi nal call will agree. 

“When it goes to headquarters, it is 
probable that the whole project will be 

Nourishment project 
likely canceled after county 
failed to secure easements

See BEACHES, page 4A

Photos courtesy of INDIAN ROCKS BEACH

At left, a photo taken Sept. 13, 2017, shows the condition of the beach at 
Indian Rocks Beach before the 2018 nourishment project. At right, a photo 
taken Aug. 30, 2018, shows how the beach looks after. Offi cials informed 
county commissioners that a 2024 nourishment project is in doubt after 
the county failed to secure the easements from waterfront property owners 
required by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
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Treasure Island

I
f a pandemic wasn’t enough to con-
tend with, when Tropical Storm Eta 
landed on Pinellas County shores 
unexpectedly last week, Sanding 

Ovations organizers were left with two 
feet of standing water and the question 
of whether or not the 12th annual event 
could even take place. 

After days of reimagining and rebuild-
ing, Treasure Island and event offi cials 
announced Nov. 16 that yes, the show 
would go on. 

Professional sand sculptor and co-or-
ganizer of the event Meredith Corson 
said this year’s group of sculptors have 
banded together in the face of COVID-19 
and a tropical storm to create a reimag-
ined display that will please crowds and 
respect social distancing.

“We are all working together,” Corson 
said. “This year we can make bigger 

displays without a time limit, which is 
great.

“We want people to come out and 
laugh,” she continued. “We want them to 
have a good time.” 

Traditionally a competition, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has forced orga-
nizers to rethink the event. This year’s 
Sanding Ovations will be an invitational 
exhibition, showcasing sand sculptures 
by artists all across North America. The 
sculptures are set up on the beach at 

Despite pandemic, tropical storm, sand-sculpting event is a ‘go’ for this weekend

Story by LOGAN MOSBY GEORGE
Tampa Bay Newspapers

Photo courtesy of Meredith Corson

See SAND, page 4A

It’s 20 pounds of peppermint bark and candy 
canes in a 5-pound stocking. But what kid is going 
to complain about that, our fi lm critic asks. 3B

‘Jingle Jangle’ has 
just enough magic

CORONAVIRUS CONTINUES TO TAKE TOLL ON PINELLAS COUNTY

Our entertainment editor has put together a list of novels about rebuilding civilization. … Page 1B.

Since you’re stuck 
at home, it’s time to 
break out the books

Volume 43, No. 43

April 2, 2020
www.TBNweekly.com

Kindness 
        also proves to be

Contagious 

Number of 
cases and 
deaths not 
slowing

Pinellas is 
running low 
on supplies

The Good
Also Inside

The Bad

The UglyMuch of Pinellas County may be under some degree of self-isolation, but that doesn’t mean those who are in need are alone. That’s the message many residents have sent out to fi rst responders, health care workers, struggling businesses and at-risk seniors this past week.

By SUZETTE PORTER
Tampa Bay Newspapers

As of press time March 31, Pinellas County’s coronavirus virus cases were up to 144, according to information released by the Florida Department of Health.DOH announced the death of a 58-year-old male Sunday night, bringing the county’s death toll to fi ve.
DOH Pinellas report-ed Saturday morning that three county res-idents had died due to the coronavirus. Two of the dead are males, age 52 and 64, and the third was an 83-year-old fe-male. No additional in-formation was readily available.The county’s first death attributed to COVID-19 was reported on March 24. A 67-year-old man in Pinellas died March 23. The case was not travel-related and DOH says the man did not have contact with a confi rmed case.

According to the latest report, 127 of the cases in Pinellas are in Florida residents and 17 are non-residents. Forty-fi ve were hospitalized. Eighty-three cases were men 

Public transit
Citing a lack of ridership, the 
Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority 
suspended service on its downtown 
St. Petersburg Looper and South 
Clearwater Beach Jolley Trolley 
effective. 4A

Cancellations
Find out what Pinellas County 
events are canceled or facilities are 
closed and for how long. 4A

Business
Local restaurants face a daunting 
challenge of trying to keep their 
doors open after being forced to 
close their dining rooms. 9A

More cases
A second case of COVID-19 
is linked to a South Pasadena 
condominium complex. 7A

Opinion
Our Pinellas County editor, 
Suzette Porter, says you should 
heed offi cials’ warnings because 
staying inside could help save a 
life. 6A

By SUZETTE PORTER
Tampa Bay Newspapers

Pinellas County offi cials announced on March 27 that only two weeks of needed medical supplies remain for fi rst respond-ers and health care workers on the front-lines of the war against the coronavirus.The county put out a request March 24 asking for d ti f

      Businesses 
team up to help 
seniors get TP. 
3A

      Artists are 
pitching in with 
DIY facemasks.

      Program 
helps eateries, 
first responders

     Finding a way to keep people fed. 2A

«« «« ««

««

• County issues ‘safer at home’ order
• Schools to stay closed until May 1

Seeking out donations of personal 
protective equipment from public 

Online
For the latest 
numbers from 

the Department 
of Health, visit 

TBNweekly.com

TBNweekly.com

We want to thank all of you for your loyal readership and patronage. All of us at Tampa Bay Newspapers (TBN) are proud to publish one of the best and largest groups of weekly commu-nity papers in the country.As we continue into these unprece-dented times, we all are facing a mul-titude of challenges that have already impacted our daily lives. This is cer-tainly no different for the over 100 fi ne folks who produce, print and deliver our papers.  
Although we are hoping to maintain our print schedule, please understand that schedule could be temporarily dis-rupted at any time. Health risks to our employees, government mandates and fi nancial considerations are all factors that could necessitate that decision. Whether that becomes a reality or not, we will maintain up-to-date coverage on our offi cial publication websites at: tbnweekly.com (Pinellas) and suncoastnews com (Pasco & Hern

Dear TBN Readers

See PINELLAS, page 4A

The shows must go on Ruth Eckerd Hall beginning to reschedule some of its shows. … Page 3B.
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City to disassemble historic, 
yet dilapidated home in bid 

to save what it can. 8

Salvaging 
history

ALSO INSIDE

Elections
Items further down the 
ballot will have a direct 
impact on north Pinellas 
County residents. 4

Sheriff’s race
Among the many items on 
the Nov. 3 general election 
ballot is the race to decide 
who will lead the Pinellas 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce. 15

Entertainment
As you would expect, 
“Love and Monsters” has 
monster bugs, but 
it also has plenty of heart, 
our fi lm critic says. 18
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Mask 
mandate 
remains
County commissioners vote 
to keep requiring face 
coverings in indoor places 
around Pinellas. 19

‘Swallow’ unleashes a 
rebuke of gender norms.

The luck of the Irish  St. Patrick’s Day to be celebrated in style throughout  Pinellas County.    ... Page 2A.

The Pow Wow will offer its usual array of games, rides, 
music, food and community fun, but it will also nod to 
the city’s 50th anniversary of incorporation, which took 
place Nov. 15, 1970, said Duane Crandall, recreation 
program coordinator. 

The 50th anniversary is the theme of this year’s Pow 
Wow Parade, which heads north up 113th Street, start-
ing at 80th Avenue, and ends at the Pow Wow Festival, 
which sets up at the recreation center. 

“Since it’s been 50 years since we’ve incorporated, we 
really want to celebrate that,” Crandall said. “They can 
do anything they want to express that. They can be as 
creative as they want to be. Their fl oat can tackle birth-
days, anniversaries, city history.”

He stresses that the Pow Wow won’t permit “market-
ing vehicles” simply wrapped in a company’s logo with 

no parade fl oat or entertainment value. 
“I’d love to see more tow-behind (fl oats) this year,” he said. 
Those interested in participating in the parade should regis-

ter at the recreation center or call 727-391-8345.
This year also marks the return of Bark Life’s Bow Wow at 

the Pow Wow Parade, a dog parade that kicks off the regular 
Pow Wow Parade. Those interested in registering their pup or 
other well-behaved animal should reach out to Bark Life at 727-
399-3647 or register in person at the recreation center. 

n

te

th
Po
oth
399

Volume 41, No. 52 March 5, 2020www.TBNweekly.com

Classifi eds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-9B
Entertainment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-4, 10B
Faith  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6A
Outdoors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12-13A
Pets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4A
Puzzles and games . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2B
Schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9A
Seminole  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A, 4A, 7A
Viewpoints . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11A

Call 727-397-5563
For News & Advertising

Features

Parade and festival honors city’s 50th anniversary

POW WOW

By SUZETTE PORTER
Tampa Bay Newspapers

The Supervisor of Elections offi ce is busy 
these days. Republicans and Democrats 
are already making their choices in the 
2020 presidential preference primary. 
Registered voters from 12 municipalities 
are deciding who will be their future 
leaders and some are being asked to 
approve charter amendments.

Early voting starts Friday, March 7, and 
Election Day is Tuesday, March 17. Polls 
will be open from 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

All eyes will be on Florida that Tuesday 
as the state’s registered voters select their 
preferred candidates to run for president. 
Florida is a closed primary state, so only 
registered Republicans can vote in the 
Republican primary and only registered 
Democrats can cast a ballot in the 
Democratic primary.

As of March 1, 64,443 ballots had been 
returned to a Supervisor of Elections 
offi ce. Mail ballots must be returned to an 
elections offi ce by 7 p.m. March 17. The 
last day to request that a mail ballot be 
mailed is March 7 at 5 p.m.

Although Pinellas has more registered 
Democrats, 249,431, compared to 
Republicans at 240,404, Republicans were 
returning their ballots at a faster pace with 
38,755 Republican ballots accounted for 
at elections offi ces and only 22,880 from 
registered Democrats.

Elections staff will get even busier in 
the coming days. Early voting is scheduled 
from March 7-15 at all three elections 
offi ces. Hours are 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday.

For more information, including election 
offi ces and poll locations, visit votepinellas.
com. To request a mail ballot, update an 
address or more election information, visit 
the website or call 727-464-VOTE (8683).

Presidential candidates
The presidential preference primary elec-

tion is part of the nominating process. After 
the primary, party delegates will formally 
nominate their party’s preferred candidate 
at the national convention, at which time 
the party will decide on a candidate to ap-
pear on the general election ballot.

Early 
voting 
begins 
March 7
Election Day is March 17; 
local polls open at 7 a.m.

Photo courtesy of DAVID GOODWIN

The Seminole Sharks took home this year’s Lightning High School Hockey League 
championship for the fi rst time. Based out of the Clearwater Ice Arena, the Sharks play 
in the league’s Western division. They ended the season with a 21-1 record.

By TIFFANY RAZZANO
Tampa Bay Newspapers

SEMINOLE — On top of recognizing 
their 10th anniversary since forming, 
the Seminole Sharks had another reason 
to celebrate this season: the team took 
home the Lightning High School Hockey 
League championship for the fi rst time. 

The league is run by the Tampa Bay 
Lightning and features 18 teams from the 
greater Tampa Bay area. 

Based out of the Clearwater Ice Arena, 
which serves as the team’s home rink, 
the Sharks play in the league’s Western 
division. They ended the season with a 
21-1 record. They also scored the highest 

number of goals in the league this season 
(127) and had the fewest goals against 
(47).

“They had an amazing year,” said Team 
Manager David Goodwin, adding, “This 
year’s roster we have a great group of 
kids and players and things just worked 
… and worked well. We recruited a new 
coach this year and Steve Nickel came 
in and really set a direction and positive 
path for them to execute.”

Individual standouts include forward 
Sebastian Middleton, who led the team 
with 32 points, and goalie David Stenzel, 
who held a .895 save percentage and 

ELECTION NEWS

SEMINOLE GETS READY FOR A

By TIFFANY RAZZANO
Tampa Bay Newspapers

Seminole
A

s the city of Seminole turns 50, the Pow Wow Parade & Festival honors this historic milestone at the annual commu-
nity event, this year held Friday through Sunday, March 13-15, at Holland G. Mangum Recreation Center, 9100 113th 
St. N. The festival runs 5-11 p.m. on Friday, 11 a.m.-11 p.m. on Saturday, and 11 a.m.-7 p.m. on Sunday. 
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Cool water equals 
later fi shing starts

A 10-degree drop in the water 
temperature as well as a shift in the tides 
have changed the game plan a bit this 
week. There’s no sense in leaving the dock 
early; in fact, we’ve stayed out near sunset 
the past two days. Targeting the afternoon 
incoming tide has given us a chance to 
get into some quality redfish and trout 
that would otherwise have been out of the 
question.

… Page 12A.

COMMUNITY

City creating 
signage for park

SEMINOLE — Seminole city staff is 
designing signage for Waterfront Park to 
let the public know where to fi nd various 
elements of the park, located next to Home 
Depot on Park Boulevard.

… Page 2A.

Florida reports 
coronavirus cases

The Florida Department of Health 
announced March 1 that two adults in 
the state had tested presumptive positive 
for 2019 coronavirus disease (COVID-19). 
Offi cials say both individuals with positive 
tests results are in isolation.

… Page 3A.

PTSA OKs pay 
increase for CEO

Suncoast Transit Authority’s Board of 
Directors voted 10-3 on Feb. 26 to up its 
chief executive offi cer’s pay rate, bringing it 
more in line with other transit agencies in 
the state.

Directors Richard Bennett, a North 
Redington Beach commissioner; Charlie 
Justice, a Pinellas County commissioner; 
and Joshua Shulman, a citizen member from 
St. Petersburg, voted no.

… Page 10A.

TBN FILE PHOTOS

See POW WOW, page 4A

SPORTS

Sharks win Lightning 
League championship

See HOCKEY, page 4A

See VOTING, page 4A

VIEWPOINTS

Bob Driver
The lines on our faces 

tell our stories.
… Page 11A.

 … Page 1B.

Daylight saving 
  time will begin at   
   2 a.m. Sunday, 
    March 8.

Spring 
 Ahead

Don’t 
forget 

to

AUTO ACCIDENT INJURY?
Diagnosis • Treatment • Rehab

Attorney and Specialist Referrals
GREG HOLLSTROM, DC & BRIAN REBORI, DC

11444 Seminole Blvd., Largo
727-393-6100 • drgreghollstrom.com
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Get $100 for a new
TrendSetters

Checking Account
A club packed with benefi ts for 

customers age 50 or better!

*To qualify for the $100 bonus, you must be a new First Home Bank checking customer and qualifi ed to open a checking account in accordance with our normal standards. You must 
establish direct deposit of your salary, pension, SSI or other regular monthly income, electronically deposited to your new account. You will receive your $100 bonus within 30 days of the 
date your fi rst direct deposit is received. All other account terms pertaining to the particular checking account you choose will apply, including the minimum deposit to open an account, 
which is $100. This offer applies to personal accounts only. The $100 bonus will be reported to the IRS in accordance with applicable law.

727-394-BANK (2265)
9190 Seminole Blvd, Seminole FL 33772 • 5250 Park Blvd, Pinellas Park, FL 33781
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SPA PEDICURE/MANICURE
W/GEL POLISH 39 Ex

p.
 4/

15
/20

SHAMPOO/CUT/STYLE 25

20% OFF NEW NAILS CLIENTS
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.

Ex
p.

 4/
15

/20 PERMANENT MAKE-UP
     EYEBROWS or EYELINER 150
                                 LIPS 200 Ex

p.
 4/

15
/20

Ex
p.

 4/
15

/20

HAIR • NAILS • SKIN • MASSAGE

03
05

20
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12000 INDIAN ROCKS ROAD, LARGO
727-595-9999

 Permanent Make-Up & Microblading

Reg. 350

Reg. 250

Long/Thick Hair Additional.

Pinellas, Pasco and 
Hernando fliers will be 
inserted in these popular 
free weekly papers.

BY ELLIE KRIEGER
The Washington Post

I thoroughly enjoy the 
turkey at holiday events, 
but I’m really there for 
the sides. I wait all year 
to dig into the spread of 
hot dishes — the sugary 
sweet potatoes, creamy 
green bean casserole and 
cheese-y gratins. But this 
stunning side, which graces 
my family’s table every year, 
appeals to me because 
of the way it contrasts 
the others, providing a 
counterpoint of fresh 
simplicity while also being 
festive and tasty. More than 
any other dish on the table, 
these jewel-toned roasted 
vegetables represent the 
wealth of color, flavor 
and nutrition inherent in 
seasonal produce.

It’s also a dish that is very 
easy to make. The only 
catch is that the vegetables 
— beets, pearl onions, 
carrots and Brussels sprouts 
— need to be roasted 
separately to ensure that 
each is perfectly cooked, 
before they are warmed 
together with a sprinkle of 
fresh thyme and a coating 
of balsamic vinegar.

Luckily, the initial 
roasting, which is mostly 
hands-off, can be done 
days ahead. It’s just the 
beets that require a bit of 
extra attention, as they 
need to be peeled and 
diced after roasting. (You 
could take the shortcut of 
purchasing peeled, roasted 
beets, which are sold in 
vacuum-sealed packages in 
the produce section of the 
market.)

When you are ready to 
serve, you toss the roasted 
vegetables together on a 
sheet pan with the thyme, 
balsamic vinegar and salt 
and pepper and roast them 
until they are warmed 
through and beautifully 
glazed. Conveniently, you 
can do this step at whatever 
temperature the oven is 
set to for the other dishes 

being served (in the 350- to 
425-degree range). They 
are even good at room 
temperature if your timing 
isn’t just right.

It’s a splendid side, 
festively colorful and 
brimming with fresh flavor, 
that is totally stress-free to 
make and serve. 
 

Simply Splendid 
Roasted Vegetables

3 medium beets (about 
12 ounces total), trimmed 
and scrubbed

4 tablespoons olive oil, 
divided

1 (14-ounce) bag frozen 
pearl onions, thawed and 
patted dry

1 teaspoon fine salt, 
divided

1 ½ pounds carrots, 
scrubbed and cut on the 
bias into 1-inch-thick 
pieces

1 ½ pounds Brussels 

sprouts, trimmed and 
halved

3 tablespoons balsamic 
vinegar

1 tablespoon chopped 
fresh thyme

½ teaspoon freshly 
ground black pepper

Position a rack in the 
middle of the oven and 
preheat to 400 degrees.

Rub the beets with 1 
tablespoon of the oil, then 
wrap them in a large piece 
of foil. Place the wrapped 
beets onto a baking dish or 
rimmed baking sheet and 
roast for about 1 hour, or 
until they are easily pierced 
with a knife. Open the foil 
and set the beets aside 
until cool enough to handle, 
then use a paring knife and/
or your fingers to remove 
their peels. Cut the beets 
into 1-inch pieces. Use right 
away or refrigerate until 
needed.

On a large, rimmed 
baking sheet, combine the 
onions with 1 tablespoon 

of the oil, season with ¼ 
teaspoon of salt and toss to 
coat. Roast for 20 minutes.

Meanwhile, place the 
carrots and Brussels sprouts 
in separate bowls and toss 
each with 1 tablespoon 
of oil and ¼ teaspoon of 
salt. After the 20-minute 
mark, add the carrots to 
the baking sheet with 
the onions, and place 
the Brussels sprouts on 
a separate baking sheet. 
Cook both baking sheets 
of vegetables for about 
25 minutes, or until the 
vegetables are firm-tender 
and nicely browned. Use 
right away or refrigerate 
until needed.

When ready to serve, 
position a rack in the 
middle of the oven and 
preheat to 400 degrees. 
(See note.) Transfer all of 
the roasted vegetables to a 
large, rimmed baking sheet 
or large baking dish. Toss 
gently with the balsamic 
vinegar and thyme, 
remaining ¼ teaspoon of 
salt and the pepper and 
heat for about 10 minutes, 
or until warmed through.

Note: You can finish the 
roasted vegetables at any 
temperature in the range 
of 350 to 425 degrees, 
depending on what else 
you may be roasting. Add 
or subtract a few minutes 
from the cooking time 
accordingly.

Makes 8 to 12 servings 
(8 cups).

Nutrition information 
per serving (⅔ cup), based 
on 12: calories: 112; total 
fat: 7g; saturated fat: 1g; 
cholesterol: 0mg; sodium: 
270mg; carbohydrates: 16g; 
dietary fiber: 5g; sugar: 7g; 
protein: 3g. This analysis 
is an estimate based on 
available ingredients 
and this preparation. It 
should not substitute for a 
dietitian’s or nutritionist’s 
advice.

Source: cookbook author 
and registered dietitian 
nutritionist Ellie Krieger

This story was originally 
published in the Tampa Bay 
Times on Nov. 30, 2022. For 
more stories like this, go to 
tampabay.com.

Brighten the table with 
a bounty of vegetables

a RECIPE
FOR SUCCESS

TOM MCCORKLE | The Washington Post

Etc. is produced by the Marketing 
department of the Tampa Bay Times.

For delivery questions, please 
contact: 800-888-7012
help@tampabay.com

To subscribe to the Tampa Bay 
Times, please contact:

800-888-7012
www.tampabay.com/subscribe
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from the front

Joseph Crossword

Scrabble Grams

Universal Sudoku

Jumble
Jumbles:

HEDGE

LEAKY

PARADE

TURNIP

Answer: To reach the 
summit quickly, the rider 
wanted her horse to — 
GIDDY UP

SP103511
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Your Ad Here

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call Flight

Services for best pricing on do-

mestic & international flights in-

side and from the US. Serving

United, Delta, American & South-

west and many more airlines.

Call for free quote now! Have

travel dates ready! 866-245-7709

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund

the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-

DREN. FAST FREE PICKUP. 24 hour

response. Running or not. Maxi-

mum Tax Deduction and No Emis-

sion Test Required! Call24/7:

866-471-2576

Cat. Calico Female. Grey, skinny,

scared. Spayed. Lost in area of

9th St N & 49th St in October.

727-599-3355 or 727-557-6600

Clock Repair - House Calls

813-376-9513 Antiques-Grandfather

bryansclockrepair.com • Oldsmar

Fredric Remington 1895 drawing

Toulouse-Lautrec 1899 Drawing.

Documentation. 630-207-5824

WANTED!!

All Antiques, Paintings &

Jewelry for International

Fine Arts Auction

BURCHARD GALLERIES

2528 30th Ave N St Pete

727-821-1167

www.BurchardGalleries.com

BP In Effect Au322/Ab169

Consignments welcome

) Wanted: Military items *

Private collector. Cash for war

relics. Guns, swords, medals,

daggers, helmets, documents,

patches, photos, etc. 727-207-4315

We Buy Old Coins & Currency!

Jewelry Sales & Repair Sell us your

coins & currency. We do jewelry

repairs. Full service jewelry & coin

store. Visit our store 8578 49th St N,

Pinellas Park 33781 • Mon-Fri

10:30am-5:30pm • Sat 9:30am-4pm

We Do House Calls • 727-459-0581

Refrigerator $125. Range $75,

Dishwasher, $50. Washer, $150.

Dryer $85. 727-546-3226.

Hearing Aid(s). New Siemens BTE.

Moderate/severe Loss. BIG hearing

improvement, $200 ea. 727-796-0166

Garden of Memories. 3rd floor

corridor, #33045. One double

mauseleum. $35K. 813-727-2667

Hillsboro Memorial Gardens. Bran-

don. 2 crypts, Sago Garden Mausole-

um. Prime location. Complete burial

& service pkg. $27,000. 813-245-7492

Memorial Park St Pete Gated

mauseleum eye level crypt for 2

people. Moving must sell at sacri-

fice price $7,999. 727-480-3002

Sylvan Abbey Memorial Park.

Clearwater, FL. 12"x12"x12" niche

for cremated remains. Peaceful

Fields phase #1. Currectly, the

park sells this niche for $6,000.

Selling for $3,000. Call for moe

information. 732-232-5410

Trinity Memorial Gardens.

Hall of Life Building. Curved

niche, bottom unit. Clean, beauti-

ful property. $5,500 includes

niche, opening & closing, trans-

fer fee. Maureen 813-482-6631

Women’s. Size 3, 4, 5, & 6X.

Nice dresses and casual wear.

Beverly Hills. 239-410-4857

Huge Movie collection 2646 VHS

Tapes. Must see, extras. Serious

offers please. 727-288-6758

Want to buy Hitachi 42"Plasma TV

42HDT20; Monitor 32HDT20M w/out

or w/ receiver AVC-20 727-545-4741

Recliner- Black leather power re-

cliner. 6 months old, excellent

cond. $300. 727-584-8098

Retired tool maker. Precision

tools. Liquidation. Vises, indica-

tors, surface plate. 727-481-3132

101 Mobility. Experts in mobility

and accessibility solutions. Ramps,

stair lifts, porch lifts, car lifts,

scooters & more. 786-830-5442

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS

USERS! A cheaper alternative to

high drug store prices! 50 Pill

Special-Only $99! 100% guaran-

teed. CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

Viagra or Cialis. 100 pills - $99/

6 Asthma Inhalers - $105. Free

Shipping. Over 100 Meds available.

Satisfaction guaranteed. USA Stay

Healthy.com | 888-424-4908

Guitar Collector Paying Cash Now

Old USA made. Gibson, Martin,

Harmony, etc. Retiree. 727-742-9233

Trombone. Shires small bore.

Excellent condition. $2,800.

Port Charlotte. 941-235-0704

CASH FOR GUNS AND

AMMO TODAY!! Fully

licensed and insured,

honest & ethical local

dealer. Cash buyer, no

waiting, no consign-

ments, NO AUCTIONS, just CASH

today! We handle all paperwork

securely & discreetly. Call or drop

by. Mon-Sat 9 - 5. 5697 34th St N

(aka US19), St. Pete, 33714.

727-888-6419

Handguns. Colt Woodsman .22.

$900. Ruger .38 special w/factory

laser. $600. S&W M&P .40. $500.

Excellent condition. 352-293-3769

I BUY TRAINS COLLECTION!

Cash! Best Prices! All Scales!

727-310-9045 Call or Text

Wanted! Vinyl Records, CDs, LPs

& 45s. The Clearwater Record Shop

1610 N Hercules Av. (727)200-9397

Wanted: Old Audio. Marantz,

Dynaco, Pioneer, Sansui, etc.

Reel to reel tape decks, tapes,

old speakers, old tube amps,

tubes, old turntables, old studio

gear. Text or call 727-421-4019

Cash Today 4 All Diabetic Test

Strips & Supplies. Also buy Dex-

com / Omnipods / Insulin Supplies.

Will Beat All Quotes. Fast local

pickup. 727-204-0478, 813-498-0444

Buying Pre ’76 Sports Memorabil-

ia: Baseball, All Sports Cards, OPC,

Non Sport, Tobacco Cards, Ameri-

cana & Consignments 727-420-1933

Books Wanted To Buy, Non-

Fiction, new or used. CDs/DVDs,

board games, & new action

figures. Call 727-442-9132

Lionel, American Flyer & other

old toy trains wanted. Cash paid.

Call Tony 727-514-5883

CA$H 4 Diabetic Test Strips &

Insulin. Pump Supplies. Any

Type, Any Brand. Up to $60/box.

Call Jessie 813-563-3729

Wanted: Old fishing tackle, wood

lures, bamboo fly rods, old tackle

boxes, & old 863-559-8520

Always Best Cash for Vinyl LP’s,

45’s, audio equipment. Bananas

Records 40 727-327-4616

Antique musical i nstruments

wanted. Violins, guitars, banjos,

etc. Free appraisal. 727-475-0296

Boxer. CKC Male. Georgeous.

Flashy Brindle. 7 mos. Vet checked.

Special. $500. Crystal River area.

Can meet. 270-308-5144

Chihuahua puppies. Deerhead.

9 wks old. Males & Females.

Black/tan. Sweet, lovable, playful.

Parents weigh approx. 7lbs. Shots,

Health Certs.& ready for their new

families. Asking $400 ea. Pinellas

Park permit 182. 727-366-0171

Reader photo gallery

Submittedby RonShirk, Zephyrhills

Tosubmitaphoto:Photosareacceptedviaemailonly.Fora

guidego to www.tampabay.com/marketplace/photos/
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Very TinyWildflower After Rain

Tell Me About It Dear Abby

Marriage has become a

partnership of convenience

DearAbby:My husband and I are

no longer in a romantic relationship,

but we are “life partners.” After can-

cer left him impotent, he rejected any

physical affection at all. I had an affair

for four years. My boyfriend passed

away last year. I have no desire to be

physically involved with

my husband, but I miss

being affectionate and in

aromantic relationship.

I’m not sure if we

should divorce or con-

tinue being socially close

but otherwise distant.We

no longer share the same

bedroom and touch each other rarely.

He’s recently become more verbally

abusive during arguments, which may

be the result of reconnecting with his

felon brother who assaulted his wife.

I’mnotsurewhatdirectiontogo.

—Hopeless in Pennsylvania

Dear Hopeless: The relationship

you’ve described isn’t a “marriage” in

the traditional sense. Ask your hus-

band, in a nonconfrontational way,

if he’d like to remain married or get

divorced. Explain clearly what your

needs are and ask if he iswilling or able

to fulfill them. I cannot imagine why

you’d want to stay in a relationship

that is becoming increasingly abusive.

Consult a divorce lawyer and take your

guidance from them about how to pro-

tect your interestsBEFOREspeaking to

your husband, to ensure he doesn’t try

tohidehis (andyour)assets.

DearAbby iswritten byAbigail Van

Buren, also knownas Jeanne Phillips.

Find columnsat dearabby.com.

Universal Press Syndicate

112822

Write “TellMeAbout It,” c/oWashingtonPost, Style Plus, 1150 15th St. NW,Washington,

C. 20071 or email tellme@washpost.com.

JEANNE

PHILLIPS

Mother-in-law’s scented

products make her sick

Adapted fromanonlinediscussion.

Dear Carolyn: This is kind of a

sillyproblem.Mykind, sensitivemoth-

er-in-law makes me sick. She stayed

with us for a few weeks while I was

pregnant with a now 6-month-old. I

was pretty vomitty, and one of the trig-

gers was the scent of

her hair spray and, to a

lesser extent, perfume. I

didn’t say anything as I

didn’t want to hurt her

— she’s sensitive about

her appearance — and

was also choosing bat-

tles, since meat-cook-

ing was an even bigger trigger. I mini-

mized my exposure and accepted the

vomitingaspar for thecourse.

She’s back for a bit tomeet the baby,

and I’m still sensitive to these scents.

They don’t make me vomit but I find

them nauseating. They never both-

eredme before the pregnancy. Should

I avoid where I can and give my body

a chance to outgrow the associations?

It feels like there’s noway to say some-

thingthatwouldn’tbehurtful.

—Vomitty

Vomitty: It’s not silly, not even kind

of. You feel physically ill, and you’re

distancing yourself from a kind, sensi-

tiveperson.Theseareboth important!

If you had askedme back when the

problem first arose, I would’ve urged

you to be honest with her. It’s not per-

sonal and it wasn’t “about her appear-

ance”— itwas about chemicals. That’s

it. So thatwas the thing tohavesaid.

Since the problem persists, that’s

the thing to say to her now. “There is

something in your hair spray and per-

fume that I’ve started reacting to —

I’mhoping it’s just a postpartum thing

that will go away, but in themeantime

I’mwondering if you’re willing to stop

using themor trydifferentones.”

It’ll be awkward, yes, and she may

do as you expect and take personally

what isn’t personal. But besides being

kind, it’s not your job to calibrate your

words to elicit a specific reaction. Your

job is to give the people you care about

enough info to stay close, and enough

roomtoprocess the infoas theysee fit.

When someone repels you physi-

cally, it’s hard to keep that out of your

body language. The truth, no matter

how insulting or awkward, is likely

less insulting or awkward than what-

ever explanation she’s conjured for

your recoiling. And yes, pregnancy can

change your sensitivities permanently

—“outgrowing” isn’talwaysanoption.

Readers’ thoughts:

— I used to like myriad scents and

have, over time, become increasingly

negatively affected by them. There’s

one ingredient in particular that will

cause a migraine if I’m in close prox-

imity for an extended period — and

I don’t knowwhat it is, but I do know

that the people who like Scent A will

discontinue if I mention my problem,

thenmove to Scent B, which also con-

tains it, as does Scent C, etc. Ask for a

cessation of scented products alto-

getherwhenshe’satyourhome.

— You can also provide her some

face-saving space. “During the preg-

nancy, I developed some chemical

sensitivities that are lingering, and

I’m having to make adjustments and,

sometimes,askothers tohelpme.”

CAROLYN

HAX

News whenever
you need it.

twitter.com/TB_Times/

Get the most out of
your subscription.

Activate it today at
myaccount.tampabay.com
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Somethingold, somethingnew,

somanydetails…what todo?

Sunday, Feb. 19 • Noon - 4 p.m.

The Coliseum, 535 Fourth Ave. N., St. Petersburg

$1575 Paints Your House + Paint.

Ext/Int. Free estimates. 30 yrs. Lic

C4211. Call Today! 727-831-7951,

ªº VISA/MC

A-Z Hauling & Cleanup. $25 & up

We will do it all and haul! Yards,

trimming, property, garages, furni-

ture, 813-239-4014

Charger Electrical Services Inc All

Work Performed by Owner. No Job

Too Small-Low Rates. Pasco, Pine.,

Hill.EC13005494 727-937-5999

Exp’d Hard Working Handyman.

Inside/Out. Repairs, Remodels,

Flring, Drains, Pressure Washing.

Reliable. 727-244-5367

LANDSCAPING SERVICE Hedge

Trimming, Mulch, Sod, Power

Washing, Clean-Up Work, Lic/Ins

FREE EST. DEAN 727-263-9014

Redd’s Stump Grinding

21 yrs Exp. Lic. & Ins. Tree removal

& Stump Grinding, Res. & Comm.

FREE Est. 813-478-1286

Residential/Commercial Flooring

Services. Tile, hardwood, luxury

vinyl & carpet. flooringdept.com

813-539-4168

Sod & Landscape-The Sod Father

Sod Removal/Install/Landscape,

Storm, Comm. Maintenance & Gen-

eral Clean 7 813-758-9896

Auction Estate/Antiques/Furn

12/3 10am Preview 12/2 11-1pm

8010 US19 N Pin Pk 727-548-9303

bayareaauctionservices.com

Auction Rest Equip 11/29 10 AM

Quality New/Used Lrge Variety

8010 US19 N Pin Pk 727-548-9303

bayareaauctionservices.com

A Wholesaler will buy/ haul

appliances. Top $$$ paid.

1 or 1000 pieces. Cash. Also beat

all retail 727-544-6500

Best Cash for Vinyl Records ,

Audio equip., turntables, music

mem. Bananas Records, 2226 16 Av

N; 2887 22nd Av N, 727-327-4616

Buying Pre ’76 Sports Memorabil-

ia: Baseball, All Sports Cards, OPC,

Non Sport, Tobacco Cards, Ameri-

cana & Consignments 727-420-1933

Cash Today for Diabetic Test

Strips & Supplies. Will Beat All

Quotes. Also buy Dexcom & Om-

nipods 727-204-0478, 813-498-0444

Guitar Collector Paying Cash Now

Old USA made. Gibson, Martin,

Harmony, etc. Retiree.

727-742-9233

Recliner- Black leather power re-

cliner. 6 months old, excellent

cond. $300.

727-584-8098

Wanted Military Items- Private

Collector Cash For War Relics,

Swords, Medals, Guns, Helmets,

Docs,Patches, Photos, 727-207-4315

Wanted! Vinyl Records, CDs, LPs

& 45s The Clearwater Record

Shop 1610 N Hercules Ave.

(727)200-9397

AC Helpers & Mechanics for fast

paced new construction enviro.

from Zephyrhills to Bradenton

S&S Elec 105 Douglas Rd E Oldsmar

Care Givers Guardian Angel Home

Care Services has immediate

openings. Up to $15/hr for shifts in

Largo & Seminole 727-392-4243

CUSTOMER SERVICE ASSOC.

P/T & F/T $18-$20 hr. based on

skills. Some Saturdays. The UPS

Store, Apply: sundri100@gmail.com

Electrical Postions for fast paced

new construction enviro. from

Zephyrhills to Bradenton . Apply

S&S Elec 105 Douglas Rd E Oldsmar

Financial Services Come Build

Your Career with Amscot. Florida’s

leading non-bank. For opportuni-

ties go to Amscot.com. EOE

The City of Pinellas Park

is HIRING!

www.pinellas-park.com/Apply

The Dunedin Fine Art Center is

seeking a Communications Direc-

tor with 5+ yrs exp. Fluent Adobe &

MS. Resume to: Jobs@dfac.org

Clearwater Beach Sand Key - Grande

Deluxe 2BR, 2 bath condo ocean view

from balcony. $3300/mo or $3500mo

773-791-3045; 773-450-2168

Dunedin 2BR, all newly remodeled,

bonus Florida rm, Private & quiet

$89,500/obo

Call Dave 913-940-0356

Exquisite 3200sf Home Golf Course

lot Citrus Co. 4/3/3+den & pool

#816217 Key 1 Realty Carole Lister

352-422-4621 VickiShedd 352-228-7752

Hudson, By Owner. 2100 sqft 3BR

2 Bath, 2 car gar. + a 40’ x 38’ C

Block Bdlg with 3-10’ x 12’ M Doors.

$470K CASH AS IS. 727-868-1310

NE St Pete. 2BR, 1.5 bath house

C/H/A, carport, Incl lawn svc, no

pets, nonsmoking. Bkgrnd & Credit

ck req. $2000mo.+sec. 727-418-9193

Seminole 11660 68th Ave. 3 BR, 2 bath

Exc.Area 5 min. from Bch No Smokers,

No Pets, HOA, No Boats-RVs. Bckgnd

ck. Manager: emailtony69@aol.com

Temple Terrace/Busch. 1BR/1BA

apt for rent. C/H/A, scrned porch,

brand new carpet. Quiet & Nice,

Park-like setting. Call 813-988-8951

Audi Q7 TDI 2012 $13,950

Premium Plus Quattro 119k miles

Leather, Pano Sunroof, Navi Diesel

727-798-2921

Chevrolet Silverado 2017 $34,500

4WD, DoubleCab LT Z71 Only 45k

miles, New Tires, Innaculate.

727-798-2921

Chevrolet Spart 2013 $7,998

Se habla espanol, Call Today!!!

Autonation Ford of Brooksville

1-877-297-9488

Ford Fusion 2010 $7,997

Se habla espanol, Call Today!!!

Autonation Ford of Brooksville

1-877-297-9488

Hyundai Sonata 2013 $6,500

GLS, 130k miles, Blue w/Tan Int

Very Clean, RUNS GREAT!!!

727-798-2921

Mazda CX-9 2010 $8,998

Se habla espanol, Call Today!!!

Autonation Ford of Brooksville

1-877-297-9488

Toyota Tacoma SR5 $25,950

DoubleCab, 80k miles, Gray w/Gray

int, New Tires, Excellent Condition.

727-798-2921
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DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call Flight

Services for best pricing on do-

mestic & international flights in-

side and from the US. Serving

United, Delta, American & South-

west and many more airlines.

Call for free quote now! Have

travel dates ready! 866-245-7709

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund

the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-

DREN. FAST FREE PICKUP. 24 hour

response. Running or not. Maxi-

mum Tax Deduction and No Emis-

sion Test Required! Call24/7:

866-471-2576

Cat. Calico Female. Grey, skinny,

scared. Spayed. Lost in area of

9th St N & 49th St in October.

727-599-3355 or 727-557-6600

Clock Repair - House Calls

813-376-9513 Antiques-Grandfather

bryansclockrepair.com • Oldsmar

Fredric Remington 1895 drawing

Toulouse-Lautrec 1899 Drawing.

Documentation. 630-207-5824

WANTED!!

All Antiques, Paintings &

Jewelry for International

Fine Arts Auction

BURCHARD GALLERIES

2528 30th Ave N St Pete

727-821-1167

www.BurchardGalleries.com

BP In Effect Au322/Ab169

Consignments welcome

) Wanted: Military items *

Private collector. Cash for war

relics. Guns, swords, medals,

daggers, helmets, documents,

patches, photos, etc. 727-207-4315

We Buy Old Coins & Currency!

Jewelry Sales & Repair Sell us your

coins & currency. We do jewelry

repairs. Full service jewelry & coin

store. Visit our store 8578 49th St N,

Pinellas Park 33781 • Mon-Fri

10:30am-5:30pm • Sat 9:30am-4pm

We Do House Calls • 727-459-0581

Refrigerator $125. Range $75,

Dishwasher, $50. Washer, $150.

Dryer $85. 727-546-3226.

Hearing Aid(s). New Siemens BTE.

Moderate/severe Loss. BIG hearing

improvement, $200 ea. 727-796-0166

Garden of Memories. 3rd floor

corridor, #33045. One double

mauseleum. $35K. 813-727-2667

Hillsboro Memorial Gardens. Bran-

don. 2 crypts, Sago Garden Mausole-

um. Prime location. Complete burial

& service pkg. $27,000. 813-245-7492

Memorial Park St Pete Gated

mauseleum eye level crypt for 2

people. Moving must sell at sacri-

fice price $7,999. 727-480-3002

Sylvan Abbey Memorial Park.

Clearwater, FL. 12"x12"x12" niche

for cremated remains. Peaceful

Fields phase #1. Currectly, the

park sells this niche for $6,000.

Selling for $3,000. Call for moe

information. 732-232-5410

Trinity Memorial Gardens.

Hall of Life Building. Curved

niche, bottom unit. Clean, beauti-

ful property. $5,500 includes

niche, opening & closing, trans-

fer fee. Maureen 813-482-6631

Women’s. Size 3, 4, 5, & 6X.

Nice dresses and casual wear.

Beverly Hills. 239-410-4857

Huge Movie collection 2646 VHS

Tapes. Must see, extras. Serious

offers please. 727-288-6758

Want to buy Hitachi 42"Plasma TV

42HDT20; Monitor 32HDT20M w/out

or w/ receiver AVC-20 727-545-4741

Recliner- Black leather power re-

cliner. 6 months old, excellent

cond. $300. 727-584-8098

Retired tool maker. Precision

tools. Liquidation. Vises, indica-

tors, surface plate. 727-481-3132

101 Mobility. Experts in mobility

and accessibility solutions. Ramps,

stair lifts, porch lifts, car lifts,

scooters & more. 786-830-5442

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS

USERS! A cheaper alternative to

high drug store prices! 50 Pill

Special-Only $99! 100% guaran-

teed. CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

Viagra or Cialis. 100 pills - $99/

6 Asthma Inhalers - $105. Free

Shipping. Over 100 Meds available.

Satisfaction guaranteed. USA Stay

Healthy.com | 888-424-4908

Guitar Collector Paying Cash Now

Old USA made. Gibson, Martin,

Harmony, etc. Retiree. 727-742-9233

Trombone. Shires small bore.

Excellent condition. $2,800.

Port Charlotte. 941-235-0704

CASH FOR GUNS AND

AMMO TODAY!! Fully

licensed and insured,

honest & ethical local

dealer. Cash buyer, no

waiting, no consign-

ments, NO AUCTIONS, just CASH

today! We handle all paperwork

securely & discreetly. Call or drop

by. Mon-Sat 9 - 5. 5697 34th St N

(aka US19), St. Pete, 33714.

727-888-6419

Handguns. Colt Woodsman .22.

$900. Ruger .38 special w/factory

laser. $600. S&W M&P .40. $500.

Excellent condition. 352-293-3769

I BUY TRAINS COLLECTION!

Cash! Best Prices! All Scales!

727-310-9045 Call or Text

Wanted! Vinyl Records, CDs, LPs

& 45s. The Clearwater Record Shop

1610 N Hercules Av. (727)200-9397

Wanted: Old Audio. Marantz,

Dynaco, Pioneer, Sansui, etc.

Reel to reel tape decks, tapes,

old speakers, old tube amps,

tubes, old turntables, old studio

gear. Text or call 727-421-4019

Cash Today 4 All Diabetic Test

Strips & Supplies. Also buy Dex-

com / Omnipods / Insulin Supplies.

Will Beat All Quotes. Fast local

pickup. 727-204-0478, 813-498-0444

Buying Pre ’76 Sports Memorabil-

ia: Baseball, All Sports Cards, OPC,

Non Sport, Tobacco Cards, Ameri-

cana & Consignments 727-420-1933

Books Wanted To Buy, Non-

Fiction, new or used. CDs/DVDs,

board games, & new action

figures. Call 727-442-9132

Lionel, American Flyer & other

old toy trains wanted. Cash paid.

Call Tony 727-514-5883

CA$H 4 Diabetic Test Strips &

Insulin. Pump Supplies. Any

Type, Any Brand. Up to $60/box.

Call Jessie 813-563-3729

Wanted: Old fishing tackle, wood

lures, bamboo fly rods, old tackle

boxes, & old 863-559-8520

Always Best Cash for Vinyl LP’s,

45’s, audio equipment. Bananas

Records 40 727-327-4616

Antique musical i nstruments

wanted. Violins, guitars, banjos,

etc. Free appraisal. 727-475-0296

Boxer. CKC Male. Georgeous.

Flashy Brindle. 7 mos. Vet checked.

Special. $500. Crystal River area.

Can meet. 270-308-5144

Chihuahua puppies. Deerhead.

9 wks old. Males & Females.

Black/tan. Sweet, lovable, playful.

Parents weigh approx. 7lbs. Shots,

Health Certs.& ready for their new

families. Asking $400 ea. Pinellas

Park permit 182. 727-366-0171

Reader photo gallery

Submittedby RonShirk, Zephyrhills

Tosubmitaphoto:Photosareacceptedviaemailonly.Fora

guidego to www.tampabay.com/marketplace/photos/

To nts o towww.ti hotos.com

Very TinyWildflower After Rain

Tell Me About It Dear Abby

Marriage has become a

partnership of convenience

DearAbby:My husband and I are

no longer in a romantic relationship,

but we are “life partners.” After can-

cer left him impotent, he rejected any

physical affection at all. I had an affair

for four years. My boyfriend passed

away last year. I have no desire to be

physically involved with

my husband, but I miss

being affectionate and in

aromantic relationship.

I’m not sure if we

should divorce or con-

tinue being socially close

but otherwise distant.We

no longer share the same

bedroom and touch each other rarely.

He’s recently become more verbally

abusive during arguments, which may

be the result of reconnecting with his

felon brother who assaulted his wife.

I’mnotsurewhatdirectiontogo.

—Hopeless in Pennsylvania

Dear Hopeless: The relationship

you’ve described isn’t a “marriage” in

the traditional sense. Ask your hus-

band, in a nonconfrontational way,

if he’d like to remain married or get

divorced. Explain clearly what your

needs are and ask if he iswilling or able

to fulfill them. I cannot imagine why

you’d want to stay in a relationship

that is becoming increasingly abusive.

Consult a divorce lawyer and take your

guidance from them about how to pro-

tect your interestsBEFOREspeaking to

your husband, to ensure he doesn’t try

tohidehis (andyour)assets.

DearAbby iswritten byAbigail Van

Buren, also knownas Jeanne Phillips.

Find columnsat dearabby.com.

Universal Press Syndicate

112822

Write “TellMeAbout It,” c/oWashingtonPost, Style Plus, 1150 15th St. NW,Washington,

C. 20071 or email tellme@washpost.com.

JEANNE

PHILLIPS

Mother-in-law’s scented

products make her sick

Adapted fromanonlinediscussion.

Dear Carolyn: This is kind of a

sillyproblem.Mykind, sensitivemoth-

er-in-law makes me sick. She stayed

with us for a few weeks while I was

pregnant with a now 6-month-old. I

was pretty vomitty, and one of the trig-

gers was the scent of

her hair spray and, to a

lesser extent, perfume. I

didn’t say anything as I

didn’t want to hurt her

— she’s sensitive about

her appearance — and

was also choosing bat-

tles, since meat-cook-

ing was an even bigger trigger. I mini-

mized my exposure and accepted the

vomitingaspar for thecourse.

She’s back for a bit tomeet the baby,

and I’m still sensitive to these scents.

They don’t make me vomit but I find

them nauseating. They never both-

eredme before the pregnancy. Should

I avoid where I can and give my body

a chance to outgrow the associations?

It feels like there’s noway to say some-

thingthatwouldn’tbehurtful.

—Vomitty

Vomitty: It’s not silly, not even kind

of. You feel physically ill, and you’re

distancing yourself from a kind, sensi-

tiveperson.Theseareboth important!

If you had askedme back when the

problem first arose, I would’ve urged

you to be honest with her. It’s not per-

sonal and it wasn’t “about her appear-

ance”— itwas about chemicals. That’s

it. So thatwas the thing tohavesaid.

Since the problem persists, that’s

the thing to say to her now. “There is

something in your hair spray and per-

fume that I’ve started reacting to —

I’mhoping it’s just a postpartum thing

that will go away, but in themeantime

I’mwondering if you’re willing to stop

using themor trydifferentones.”

It’ll be awkward, yes, and she may

do as you expect and take personally

what isn’t personal. But besides being

kind, it’s not your job to calibrate your

words to elicit a specific reaction. Your

job is to give the people you care about

enough info to stay close, and enough

roomtoprocess the infoas theysee fit.

When someone repels you physi-

cally, it’s hard to keep that out of your

body language. The truth, no matter

how insulting or awkward, is likely

less insulting or awkward than what-

ever explanation she’s conjured for

your recoiling. And yes, pregnancy can

change your sensitivities permanently

—“outgrowing” isn’talwaysanoption.

Readers’ thoughts:

— I used to like myriad scents and

have, over time, become increasingly

negatively affected by them. There’s

one ingredient in particular that will

cause a migraine if I’m in close prox-

imity for an extended period — and

I don’t knowwhat it is, but I do know

that the people who like Scent A will

discontinue if I mention my problem,

thenmove to Scent B, which also con-

tains it, as does Scent C, etc. Ask for a

cessation of scented products alto-

getherwhenshe’satyourhome.

— You can also provide her some

face-saving space. “During the preg-

nancy, I developed some chemical

sensitivities that are lingering, and

I’m having to make adjustments and,

sometimes,askothers tohelpme.”

CAROLYN

HAX

News whenever
you need it.

twitter.com/TB_Times/

Get the most out of
your subscription.

Activate it today at
myaccount.tampabay.com
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Presented by

Somethingold, somethingnew,

somanydetails…what todo?

Sunday, Feb. 19 • Noon - 4 p.m.

The Coliseum, 535 Fourth Ave. N., St. Petersburg

$1575 Paints Your House + Paint.

Ext/Int. Free estimates. 30 yrs. Lic

C4211. Call Today! 727-831-7951,

ªº VISA/MC

A-Z Hauling & Cleanup. $25 & up

We will do it all and haul! Yards,

trimming, property, garages, furni-

ture, 813-239-4014

Charger Electrical Services Inc All

Work Performed by Owner. No Job

Too Small-Low Rates. Pasco, Pine.,

Hill.EC13005494 727-937-5999

Exp’d Hard Working Handyman.

Inside/Out. Repairs, Remodels,

Flring, Drains, Pressure Washing.

Reliable. 727-244-5367

LANDSCAPING SERVICE Hedge

Trimming, Mulch, Sod, Power

Washing, Clean-Up Work, Lic/Ins

FREE EST. DEAN 727-263-9014

Redd’s Stump Grinding

21 yrs Exp. Lic. & Ins. Tree removal

& Stump Grinding, Res. & Comm.

FREE Est. 813-478-1286

Residential/Commercial Flooring

Services. Tile, hardwood, luxury

vinyl & carpet. flooringdept.com

813-539-4168

Sod & Landscape-The Sod Father

Sod Removal/Install/Landscape,

Storm, Comm. Maintenance & Gen-

eral Clean 7 813-758-9896

Auction Estate/Antiques/Furn

12/3 10am Preview 12/2 11-1pm

8010 US19 N Pin Pk 727-548-9303

bayareaauctionservices.com

Auction Rest Equip 11/29 10 AM

Quality New/Used Lrge Variety

8010 US19 N Pin Pk 727-548-9303

bayareaauctionservices.com

A Wholesaler will buy/ haul

appliances. Top $$$ paid.

1 or 1000 pieces. Cash. Also beat

all retail 727-544-6500

Best Cash for Vinyl Records ,

Audio equip., turntables, music

mem. Bananas Records, 2226 16 Av

N; 2887 22nd Av N, 727-327-4616

Buying Pre ’76 Sports Memorabil-

ia: Baseball, All Sports Cards, OPC,

Non Sport, Tobacco Cards, Ameri-

cana & Consignments 727-420-1933

Cash Today for Diabetic Test

Strips & Supplies. Will Beat All

Quotes. Also buy Dexcom & Om-

nipods 727-204-0478, 813-498-0444

Guitar Collector Paying Cash Now

Old USA made. Gibson, Martin,

Harmony, etc. Retiree.

727-742-9233

Recliner- Black leather power re-

cliner. 6 months old, excellent

cond. $300.

727-584-8098

Wanted Military Items- Private

Collector Cash For War Relics,

Swords, Medals, Guns, Helmets,

Docs,Patches, Photos, 727-207-4315

Wanted! Vinyl Records, CDs, LPs

& 45s The Clearwater Record

Shop 1610 N Hercules Ave.

(727)200-9397

AC Helpers & Mechanics for fast

paced new construction enviro.

from Zephyrhills to Bradenton

S&S Elec 105 Douglas Rd E Oldsmar

Care Givers Guardian Angel Home

Care Services has immediate

openings. Up to $15/hr for shifts in

Largo & Seminole 727-392-4243

CUSTOMER SERVICE ASSOC.

P/T & F/T $18-$20 hr. based on

skills. Some Saturdays. The UPS

Store, Apply: sundri100@gmail.com

Electrical Postions for fast paced

new construction enviro. from

Zephyrhills to Bradenton . Apply

S&S Elec 105 Douglas Rd E Oldsmar

Financial Services Come Build

Your Career with Amscot. Florida’s

leading non-bank. For opportuni-

ties go to Amscot.com. EOE

The City of Pinellas Park

is HIRING!

www.pinellas-park.com/Apply

The Dunedin Fine Art Center is

seeking a Communications Direc-

tor with 5+ yrs exp. Fluent Adobe &

MS. Resume to: Jobs@dfac.org

Clearwater Beach Sand Key - Grande

Deluxe 2BR, 2 bath condo ocean view

from balcony. $3300/mo or $3500mo

773-791-3045; 773-450-2168

Dunedin 2BR, all newly remodeled,

bonus Florida rm, Private & quiet

$89,500/obo

Call Dave 913-940-0356

Exquisite 3200sf Home Golf Course

lot Citrus Co. 4/3/3+den & pool

#816217 Key 1 Realty Carole Lister

352-422-4621 VickiShedd 352-228-7752

Hudson, By Owner. 2100 sqft 3BR

2 Bath, 2 car gar. + a 40’ x 38’ C

Block Bdlg with 3-10’ x 12’ M Doors.

$470K CASH AS IS. 727-868-1310

NE St Pete. 2BR, 1.5 bath house

C/H/A, carport, Incl lawn svc, no

pets, nonsmoking. Bkgrnd & Credit

ck req. $2000mo.+sec. 727-418-9193

Seminole 11660 68th Ave. 3 BR, 2 bath

Exc.Area 5 min. from Bch No Smokers,

No Pets, HOA, No Boats-RVs. Bckgnd

ck. Manager: emailtony69@aol.com

Temple Terrace/Busch. 1BR/1BA

apt for rent. C/H/A, scrned porch,

brand new carpet. Quiet & Nice,

Park-like setting. Call 813-988-8951

Audi Q7 TDI 2012 $13,950

Premium Plus Quattro 119k miles

Leather, Pano Sunroof, Navi Diesel

727-798-2921

Chevrolet Silverado 2017 $34,500

4WD, DoubleCab LT Z71 Only 45k

miles, New Tires, Innaculate.

727-798-2921

Chevrolet Spart 2013 $7,998

Se habla espanol, Call Today!!!

Autonation Ford of Brooksville

1-877-297-9488

Ford Fusion 2010 $7,997

Se habla espanol, Call Today!!!

Autonation Ford of Brooksville

1-877-297-9488

Hyundai Sonata 2013 $6,500

GLS, 130k miles, Blue w/Tan Int

Very Clean, RUNS GREAT!!!

727-798-2921

Mazda CX-9 2010 $8,998

Se habla espanol, Call Today!!!

Autonation Ford of Brooksville

1-877-297-9488

Toyota Tacoma SR5 $25,950

DoubleCab, 80k miles, Gray w/Gray

int, New Tires, Excellent Condition.

727-798-2921
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Monday’sPuzzles

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.
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Print answer here:

Jumble byDavidL.Hoyt andJeffKnurek

Wonderword byDavidOuellet

Solution on Page 20

Solution on Page 22

To play: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column

and every 3-by-3 framedbox contains the numbers 1

through 9 exactly once. The solution is unique.

UniversalSudoku AndrewsMcMeel

Solution on Page 20

Solution on Page 23

ScrabbleGrams1 TribuneContentAgency

ACROSS

1 Closeswith a bang

6 Schnitzelmeat

10 Cockpit worker

11 Game showhost

13 Rage

14 “Something’s—

Give”

15 Brit’s brew

16 Lyricist Gershwin

18 “—aWonderful

Life”

19 Leaving on the sly

22 Spectrumcolor

23 Formerly

24 Despises

27 Stingy one

28 Foreboding sign

29 Sprinted

30 Being forthright

35 Finger count

36 Australian bird

37 To’s counterpart

38 Make blank

40 Curaçao’s neighbor

42 Permitted

43 Kudrowand

Murkowski

44 Uses a needle

45 Wasn’t thrifty

DOWN

1 Petty quarrels

2 Sheetmaterial

3 Pond growth

4 “TheSimpsons”

bartender

5 Hits

6 Meat shunner

7 Punk rock offshoot

8 Deeds

9 Salad start

12 Spring holiday

17 Free (of)

20 Sports site

21 On theway out

24 Low-cost inn

25 Current units

26 Likemost high-

schoolers

27 Books for users

29 Crater part

31 Boat backbones

32 Practical

33 City-based

34 BLT base

39 Cutting tool

41 Tear

Crossword byThomasJoseph

Solution on Page 21
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Give”

15 Brit’s brew
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Dear Amy: I have three 
children in their 30s.

My oldest son (no. 1) and 
my middle daughter have 
been very angry at each 
other for over a year.

In my opinion, my daugh-
ter is maybe 70 percent 
responsible and no. 1 Son is 
30 percent responsible. Nei-
ther will admit any fault or 
apologize.

They don’t want to be in 
each other’s presence.

Nothing my wife or I do 
helps.

Son no. 1 and his wife will 
be having their first baby in 
four months, and so far, he 
is saying that we can’t tell 
our daughter.

We host birthdays and 
holidays at our house. I say 
invite them all and if they 
don’t want to come, so be it.

Son no. 2 (who is not 
involved in this drama) is 
having a birthday, which we 
will celebrate at our home.

Son no. 1 won’t come 
because our daughter is 
attending, but wants to host 
a later event for Son no. 2 
(daughter won’t be invited).

It looks like something 
similar is being proposed 
for Christmas.

I’m not interested in 
enabling this mess by 
attending second events 
at which my daughter isn’t 
invited or by disinviting her.

I want to tell my daughter 
about the birth of our first 
grandchild because it is a 
family thing.

My wife is more inter-
ested in doing what no. 1 
Son wants.

In part this is because he 
lives a block from us, and 
my wife doesn’t want him 
to take out his anger at us 
by not having us be close 
to their child. (He hasn’t 
threatened this.)

Any suggestions?
- Disgusted Dad

Dear Dad: I’m with you 
on this. You present Son 
no. 1 as being the primary 
powerhouse in perpetuat-
ing this unhealthy dynamic, 
and if that is true, then I’d 
say that he is quickly clos-
ing the “at-fault” gap with 
his sister.

I’m sorry your family is 

experiencing this. Estrange-
ment among family mem-
bers seems to be on the 
rise - at least judging from 
the contents of my (virtual) 
mailbag.

You seem concerned but 
stalwart, but your wife’s 
fears will only enable your 
eldest son to tighten the 
grip and manipulate and 
control the entire fam-
ily. This nonsense about 
not “letting” you announce 
the upcoming birth of your 
grandchild is ... ridiculous. 
He does not sound mature 
enough to be a father.

In terms of your wife, I 
suggest that you both keep 
this in mind: Any time you 
make a decision based on 
fear, the outcome will not 
serve anyone well.

You should convey to all 
of your children: “We will 
continue to host events at 
home. As in the past, every-
one in the family is always 
invited and welcome. Come, 
don’t come, it’s up to you. 
But I will not attend multi-
ple events because my chil-
dren have decided to pro-
long an argument that 
should have been settled 
long ago.”

Trees are a gift all 
year long

Dear Amy: “Tree Owner” 
asked about the large tree 
in her yard that every fall 
sheds its leaves partly onto 
the neighbor’s yard.

As we rake up leaves and 
pods from our neighbor’s 
tree every fall, we remind 
ourselves what a gift the 
shade was all summer.

- Neighborly

D e a r  N e i g h b o r l y : 
That’s the spirit!

Dear Amy: I have a mar-
riage question.

I have taken a sort of 
“vow of silence” around my 
husband of 40 years.

I am not giving him “the 
silent treatment.” I respond 
to questions, provide the 
occasional benign observa-
tion, and try to make state-
ments of support.

He finds a way to contra-
dict virtually anything I say.

I could observe trees 
swaying gently in the wind, 
say, “It seems breezy today,” 
and he would reply, “No, 
it isn’t. The wind veloc-
ity must be such and such 
degrees for it to be breezy.”

I would like to be able to 
communicate openly about 
that issue and other issues 
in our marriage. I’d like to 
be able to discuss my hopes 
and dreams.

I’d like to be able to share 
silly, fun thoughts and cre-
ative ideas.

But if I say almost any-
thing, he replies “No, it 
isn’t...” or, “No, you don’t...” 
or “That’s not the right way 
to look at it.”

So, if I brought up my 
feeling that my husband 
often contradicts me, he 
most certainly would reply 
“No, I don’t!”

I feel that I live in a world 
of “NOs.”

It would be self-sabotage 
to leave the marriage after 
40 years.

How can I encourage 
the same care and security 
internally?

I would like to break 
my vow of silence, feeling 
secure that I won’t imme-
diately be contradicted, but 
I’m at a loss for how to do 
that.

- Wife With No Words Left

Dear No Words: If 
your husband’s contradic-
tory reactions are confined 
mainly to his interactions 
with you, then it would 
seem that his entrenched 
negativity is expressing hos-
tility toward you.

If he tends to be “Mr. 
No” with everyone, then I’d 
say his hostility is directed 
toward himself. He seems 
quite unhappy.

Avoidance is a natural 

response to being contin-
uously shut down, and so 
actually - you are giving him 
the “silent treatment,” but it 
is important for you to rec-
ognize that you do have a 
voice and have a right to use 
it.

I hope you will try to 
start a conversation about 
the effect this is having on 
you. If you use “I” state-
ments, such as, “I feel sad 
when you respond to me 
with such negativity,” he can 
shoot back, “No, you don’t” 
- which will bring the whole 
process into the realm of 
the absurd, and might catch 
his attention.

There are many books 
and resources offering 
ways to communicate bet-
ter. Therapy could help you 
two to make great strides. 
One book you might read 
is, Dealing with the Ele-
phant in the Room: Moving 
from Tough Conversations 
to Healthy Communication, 
by Mike Bechtle (2017, Rev-
ell).

Dreams are often 
better than reality

Dear Amy: Thank you 
for running the letter from 
“A,” who described her 
challenges after meeting 
and getting to know her 
birth family (she had been 
adopted).

I’m adopted, too, and this 
dream of meeting my per-
fect biological family per-
sisted for me - until I met 
them.

- Grateful for Adoption

Dear Grateful: Dreams 
sometimes need to be 
dashed before they can be 
fulfilled.

Dear Amy: Neither 
my wife nor I came from 
money. But thanks to a lot 
of hard work, good choices - 
and luck - our children will 
come into money.

Both of our kids are 
grown, married to ter-
rific partners, and on good 
career paths. My wife and 
I are in our late 60s and 
in good health and we’re 
thinking about giving them 
a full picture of the extent 
of the potential estate when 
we’re all together at the hol-
idays.

Is there any reason not to 
do that? We trust both them 
and their spouses com-
pletely.

If so, how much informa-
tion should we give? Should 
we give them specific dollar 
amounts for each account? 
Provide all account num-
bers? Should we provide 
copies of our wills?

There’s no mystery to our 
wills. My wife and I each 
leave our estate to the other 
upon either of our deaths, 
and the remainder equally 
to each child once the sur-
viving spouse dies. The 
amount is quite substantial 
now and likely to be more as 
time goes on.

I could also see updating 
the information every year 
just so they know where 
things stand.

I don’t see any reason to 
have any mystery. I’d like 
to make it simple for them 
to sort things out when the 
time comes. Plus, it would 
help in their own financial 
planning.

What do you think?
- Doting Dad

Dear Doting: You’ve 
asked my opinion, and my 
opinion is that you should 
keep your specific finan-
cial affairs private until you 
have the qualified coun-
sel of your financial plan-
ner and choose an execu-
tor (possibly one or both of 
your children, or perhaps 
a younger friend, niece or 
nephew).

I do think it is important 
for you to let your children 
know that you and your 
wife are doing well finan-
cially, that your wills are 

drawn up, and that they will 
inherit equally. I don’t think 
it’s necessary for them to 
see your wills.

Again - in my opinion - 
you should consider ways 
to disperse some of your 
estate before you die, per-
haps through purchasing or 
helping them to purchase 
homes, and establishing 
college funds for their chil-
dren.

If you do decide to dis-
close the particulars, do not 
share your bank and invest-
ment account numbers 
with them. These should be 
kept private.

Let your children and 
executor know where your 
documents are located 
(keep these updated with 
all passwords included) and 
make sure they can contact 
your lawyer and investment 
adviser.

Medical directives and 
power-of-attorney decisions 
are also important compo-
nents of this discussion.

Grandma should 
report her concerns

Dear Amy: I respected 
your thoughtful response 
to “Sad Grandma,” who was 
concerned that her son-in-
law was “mean” and belit-
tling to her grandchildren.

I think you should have 
advised her to call Child 
Protective Services (CPS). 
Verbal abuse is abuse.

- Concerned

Dear Concerned: “Sad 
Grandma’s” primary ques-
tion was whether she 
should advise the family to 
move in with her.

Contac t ing  CPS i s 
another choice this grand-
mother will have to make.

Dear Amy: My par-
ents divorced when I was 
seven, after my mother had 
an affair with one of my 
father’s employees.

He was much younger and 
a registered sex offender, but 
my mother moved him into 
our house immediately.

He started commenting 
on my breasts at a very early 
age.

When I was 14 he offered 
to give me lessons on sex. 
At age 16 he was relent-
lessly commenting on my 
body, and when I finally had 
enough and yelled at him to 
stop, my mother grounded 
me for being disrespectful.

At age 17 he exposed him-
self and performed a sex act 
in front of me.

I left home at age 17. I told 
my mother that I was very 
hurt that she never told him 
to stop the sexual abuse.

She screamed at me and 
said that I am “too sensi-
tive,” and that I was never 
sexually abused because her 
boyfriend (now husband) 
never actually touched me.

I’m 50 years old now, and 
I have had difficulty with 
intimacy my whole adult 
life.

My mother blames me 
for turning her life upside 
down because I tried to 
hurt myself when I was 10 
because I felt so terrible and 
dirty.

I attempted suicide at 
age 16 because I felt like I 
was destined to be her hus-
band’s toy.

My family claims that this 
was not abuse because he 
didn’t rape me.

I have been to therapy 
and I have done a lot of 
work on myself.

Amy, I have felt useless 
and dirty since I was 10 
years old.

Was I abused, or am I just 
not able to have an intimate 
relationship because of my 
own bad behavior?

- Still Wondering

Dear Wondering: You 
have a lingering and neces-
sary desire for validation; 
this is a direct result of your 
family’s choice to contin-
uously deny the traumatic 
experiences you were sub-

jected to throughout your 
childhood.

Yes, you were abused. 
Your mother’s husband 
attempted to groom you 
throughout your childhood. 
Exposing himself and per-
forming a sex act in front of 
you is a crime.

Read some of the har-
rowing accounts of (adult) 
women traumatized by 
Harvey Weinstein doing 
what this man did to you, 
and you will see the long-
term and devastating 
impact of this kind of sex-
ual misconduct and abuse. 
(Weinstein is currently on 
trial for rape; his crimi-
nal behavior also included 
exposing himself and per-
forming a sex act in front of 
women).

You were a child. No one 
protected you at the time, 
and they are not protecting 
you now.

Your abuser robbed you 
of your self-esteem. Survi-
vors of sexual abuse often 
struggle with trust and inti-
macy. This response is a 
natural reaction of you con-
tinuing to protect yourself, 
the way you had to do all 
during childhood.

I hope you will continue 
with therapy.

RAINN.org offers many 
valuable services to abuse 
survivors, including a 24/7 
online “chat” line where 
you can contact a counselor. 
The “Survivor Stories” fea-
tured on their site include 
stories much like yours, told 
by stalwart survivors who 
report many of the feelings 
and reactions you are also 
experiencing.

It is important that you 
understand that you are 
NOT alone.

Dear Amy: I am shocked 
and hurt by comments my 
brother-in-law made to me 
during the recent otherwise 
wonderful trip my husband 
and I took with him and my 
sister.

He is the most physically 
healthy of all of us, but per-
haps he is losing his filters 
as he ages.

We live in separate states 
and have traveled exten-
sively as couples over the 
last 15 years - usually twice 
a year. Both couples have 
been married for 50 years.

We have a great time 
together. I thought we 
always enjoyed each other’s 
company.

My sister and I are best 
friends.

At the end of our most 
recent trip (outside of oth-
ers’ hearing) my brother-in-
law insisted that I had mar-
ried the wrong person.

I was shocked, denied 
this, but was too taken 
aback to ask why he 
thought this.

I love my husband. He is a 
wonderful, loving, kind and 
generous man.

He would be extremely 
hurt by this comment, since 
he believes that the two 
men have developed a close 
friendship over more than 
50 years.

I don’t know what to say 
to my husband and sister.

I have been obsessing, 
perhaps grieving, over this 
comment.

I wonder if we should stop 
traveling together, though 
this would be very painful 
for at least three of us.

What do you think about 
this? What should I say or 
do?

- Saddened and Hurt

Dear Saddened: The 
first thing you should do is 
examine why this comment 
has caused you to grieve so 
deeply.

My perspective is that 
many very happily married 
people are hitched to part-
ners whom others would 
deem “wrong.”

Confronted with this 
unsolicited opinion after 
50 years of happy marriage 
might inspire you more 

toward laughter than grief.
Your brother-in-law is 

wrong, and you took the 
opportunity in the moment 
to tell him so. Good for you!

You have a burning desire 
to learn why he said this, 
but ask yourself: What good 
would it do to hear a rec-
itation of your husband’s 
unsuitability?

Keep in mind, too, that 
this comment does not 
mean that your brother-
in-law doesn’t like your 
husband; just that in his 
(flawed) and possibly fleet-
ing opinion, you should 
have married someone else.

I think you should chalk 
this comment up to an elder 
person’s lowered filter. (Is it 
possible that he is carrying 
a torch for you?)

Taking into account all of 
the variables, if you still feel 
compelled to ask about this, 
do so (not through your sis-
ter). There is some like-
lihood that he will either 
deny - or will not remem-
ber - having made the com-
ment that has caused you so 
much angst.

A harmless critique 
is not always so

Dear Amy: Oh, that 
question from “Unsure 
Mom” really brought back 
some unpleasant memo-
ries for me. Like Unsure, my 
mother often told me how 
much “better” I would look 
wearing makeup.

I know she meant to be 
encouraging; unfortunately, 
her words had the opposite 
effect.

- Makeup Free

Dear Free: I hope this 
sort of pressure is a thing of 
the past.

Dear Readers: Today’s 
column is devoted to reader 
replies that are helpful, 
useful, and inspiring. As 
always, I’m grateful for 
readers who share their 
own stories.

Full disclosure 
works this time

Dear Amy: “Tell or Not 
Tell” wondered about dis-
closing the sexual abuse she 
had survived as a child to 
the man she was dating.

I had been divorced for 
five years when I went on a 
first date with a man I had 
just met.

On our way to the restau-
rant, we were stuck in traffic 
behind a car with a bumper 
sticker that said “Help 
Stamp Out Child Abuse.”

“Why would someone put 
a bumper sticker like that 
on their car?” he asked.

I thought for a moment 
before answering and said, 
“I suppose the car belongs 
to someone like me who 
was molested as a child.”

My date didn’t ask for 
any more details at that 
moment because he was 
trying not to wreck the car.

I knew from his shocked 
reaction that this was a man 
with whom my children 
would be safe, and he has 
been for 37 years now.

So I vote that this woman 
should tell him. 

What he says and does 
next will tell her exactly 
what she needs to know.

- Found a Good One

Dear Found: Thank you.

DNA reveals mom’s 
messy past

Dear Amy: Regarding a 
question about DNA disclo-
sures, my wife found out that 
her father was not her biolog-
ical parent when she had her 
DNA analyzed by a family 
historical research company.

Both her parents have 
been dead for some time.

My wife has been more 
hurt from finding out this 
way, as opposed to being 
told by her mother.

Her two brothers also 
took DNA tests and they all 

discovered that her older 
brother was also fathered 
by another man.

It is possible that her 
mother may have been look-
ing for love in all the wrong 
places, and did not know 
exactly who had fathered 
her children.

Your advice to inform 
people about DNA find-
ings is solid, and my spouse 
wholeheartedly agrees.

- Embracing Answers

Dear Embracing: DNA 
discoveries can force families 
to re-imagine their histories.

It’s never to late 
for condolences

Dear Amy:  A reader 
named “Selfish” wondered 
when it might be too late 
to send or receive a letter of 
condolence after a death in 
the family.

When our youngest 
son was killed five weeks 
before his 19th birthday, we 
received hundreds of notes 
and sympathy cards.

We greatly appreciated 
all of the condolences we 
received, but the note we 
got six months later stood 
out the most to us.

We felt extra supported 
to know that someone else 
remembered that we con-
tinued to be devastated and 
grieve the loss of our child.

For those who grieve, any 
time would be considered 
“timely” to know that oth-
ers are remembering them 
in their loss.

- Supported

Dear Supported: I hope 
your testimony will inspire 
people to reach out to those 
who grieve.

Sibling struggles can 
lead to estrangement

Spouse lives in a 
world of ‘no’s’

Parents ponder full 
financial disclosure

 Abuse survivor 
deserves validation

An in-law’s comment 
leaves a mark

Readers offer their 
stories and advice
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You can email Amy Dickinson 
at askamy@amydickinson.
com or send a letter to Ask 
Amy, P.O. Box 194, Freeville, 
NY 13068. You can also follow 
her on Twitter @askingamy or 
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Monday’sPuzzles

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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Print answer here:

Jumble byDavidL.Hoyt andJeffKnurek

Wonderword byDavidOuellet

Solution on Page 20

Solution on Page 22

To play: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column

and every 3-by-3 framedbox contains the numbers 1

through 9 exactly once. The solution is unique.

UniversalSudoku AndrewsMcMeel

Solution on Page 20

Solution on Page 23

ScrabbleGrams1 TribuneContentAgency

ACROSS

1 Closeswith a bang

6 Schnitzelmeat

10 Cockpit worker

11 Game showhost

13 Rage

14 “Something’s—

Give”

15 Brit’s brew

16 Lyricist Gershwin

18 “—aWonderful

Life”

19 Leaving on the sly

22 Spectrumcolor

23 Formerly

24 Despises

27 Stingy one

28 Foreboding sign

29 Sprinted

30 Being forthright

35 Finger count

36 Australian bird

37 To’s counterpart

38 Make blank

40 Curaçao’s neighbor

42 Permitted

43 Kudrowand

Murkowski

44 Uses a needle

45 Wasn’t thrifty

DOWN

1 Petty quarrels

2 Sheetmaterial

3 Pond growth

4 “TheSimpsons”

bartender

5 Hits

6 Meat shunner

7 Punk rock offshoot

8 Deeds

9 Salad start

12 Spring holiday

17 Free (of)

20 Sports site

21 On theway out

24 Low-cost inn

25 Current units

26 Likemost high-

schoolers

27 Books for users

29 Crater part

31 Boat backbones

32 Practical

33 City-based

34 BLT base

39 Cutting tool

41 Tear

Crossword byThomasJoseph

Solution on Page 21
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= etc. distribution

= Beacon distribution

GREEN

BLUE


