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Photofom a factory worker (2019)
50,000 used car batteries a day. It

x -
is the only factory of its kind in Florida.

PART 1: THE FACTORY

nside Florida’s only lead smelter, poisons abound. M Cadmium. Arsenic. Sulfur dioxide. M But lead is the most
prevalent. W Dust laced with lead has hung like a dense fog permeating the factory where workers crack open
spent car batteries, extract the lead and melt it down in a furnace that runs at around 1,500 degrees. The molten
lead is reforged and sold to companies that make new car batteries and other products. M Hundreds of work-
ers have been exposed to extreme amounts of the neurotoxin. M And the consequences have been profound.
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Help sustain
local reporting.

Please join more than 5,000 supporters now through
May 29 by donating to our journalism funds.

Together, we can advance powerful local
news coverage and vital investigative reporting —
for the good of our community.

Make a tax-deductible donation to either the Tampa Bay Times Investigative Fund or the
Tampa Bay Times Journalism Fund at tampabay.com/support or pay by check.

Mail your check to: Tampa Bay Times, 490 First Ave. S, St. Petersburg, FL 33710
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