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Reading books and exploring fairytales, fantasy and mythology can be a lot of fun. Did you know that Rays mascot DJ Kitty loves reading books, especially 
fairy tales? He loves exploring fantasy worlds and going where no cat has gone before. DJ Kitty also likes reading about people in the community and 
imagining those people in different settings. Choose a mythological animal – it can be one you have heard of or a completely new one – and imagine that 
animal in your own community. Find an article in the Tampa Bay Times and put your character into the situation described in the article. Write a brief 
paragraph about what the creature does in the situation presented in the article. Illustrate your story and share it with your classmates and family. You 
also can share the paragraph and artwork with the Reading with the Rays program coordinators and earn a special Rays prize. Check out the Reading 
with the Rays website for details.

Going Beyond the Text
Fantasy and mythology

Featured Featured 
talestales

Thinker: My Puppy Poet and Me.   
By Eloise Greenfield
Thinker isn’t just an average puppy - he’s a 
poet. So is his owner, Jace. Together, they turn 
the world around them into verse. There’s 
just one problem: Thinker has to keep quiet 
in public, and he can’t go to school with Jace. 
That is, until Pets’ Day. But when Thinker is 
allowed into the classroom at last, he finds it 
hard to keep his true identity a secret.

Grades: 1-3
Publisher: Sourcebooks Jabberwocky  Book Summary: Amazon

Strays Like Us  
By Cecilia Galante  
This is a story of a girl who finds friendship 
where she least expects it. From the moment 
Fred spots a scruffy little mutt with sad eyes, she 
knows she’s in big trouble. Toby’s in bad shape, 
and Fred longs to rescue him from the old man 
with the mile-long mean streak who lives next 
door. But Margery, the woman who is fostering 
Fred, says going over to their house is against 
the rules. Since Fred will only be around until her 
mother comes to grips with her dependence, Fred can’t let herself 
care too deeply. Not about Toby or Margery or Delia, a new classmate 
whose insistent friendship surprises Fred at every turn. Because the 
more Fred lets this lovable band of misfits into her heart, the harder 
it’ll be to leave them all behind.

Grades: 4-6
Publisher: Scholastic  Book Summary: Scholastic

ACROSS
6. Narwhal is this type of animal.
8. Although this reptile is smiling on the cover,  
you don’t want to get too close.
9. You can visit these fish in a tank at Tropicana Field.
12. Suzanne Lang wrote a book about this type of monkey.
14. If the loading dock at Tropicana Field is open, this type of animal may fly in the stadium.
15. This gray animal is on the cover of the publication.
16. Raymond, the Tampa Bay Rays mascot is this type of animal.

DOWN
1. This purple animal is climbing a tree on the cover of this publication.
2. George is this type of monkey.
3. The most popular pet of Rays players is this type of animal. Woof!
4. The dog in Mother Goose and Grimm, on the Comics pages, is this color.
5. DJ Kitty is this type of animal.
7. You can find this giant dog in the Comics of the Tampa Bay Times.
9. Clifford is a big, _____ dog.
10. Ice cream is made from a product produced by these mammals.
11. The Florida type of this cat is endangered.
13. This is the color of Garfield the cat.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE  -  Animal Tails
Directions: Words can go across or down. Letters are shared when the words intersect.
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